
CARROLL COUNTY: 
GHENT NAMED FOR BELGIAN TOWN 

The town of Ghent traces its roots to the 1809 McCool’s Creek 
Settlement. According to local tradition, Henry Clay visited the 
area in 1816 and suggested that the town be called Ghent, in 
honor of the treaty of Ghent, Belgium, which ended the War of 
1812. Clay, part of a team led by John Quincy Adams, was one of 
the American negotiators at Ghent.  

This postcard dates from around 1908. Kentucky Historical Society, Ronald Morgan Kentucky Postcard Collection, 

Graphic5.Box6.201.  

THE PRESENTS 

A KENTUCKY HISTORY MOMENT  

100 W. Broadway | Frankfort KY| 502-564-1792 | history.ky.gov 

The Kentucky Historical Society (KHS) educates and engages the public through Kentucky’s history in order to confront the challenges 

of the future. KHS, an agency of the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet, is accredited by the American Association of Museums. 


